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Recall Recap
In Q1 2022 there were:

1,153
Recalls

92 Class I Recalls
50 Class II Recalls
14 Class III Recalls

15%
Prepared Meals
Recalls

High Chlorpyrifos Levels Prompt Recalls in Europe :
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has classified chlorpyrifos, a pesticide and insecticide, as a possible human
carcinogen that has been linked to genotoxicity and developmental neurotoxicity; on August 30, 2021, the EPA published a final
rule revoking tolerances for the pesticide in the United States. In Europe, the Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) of chlorpyrifos
and chlorpyrifos-methyl in food and feed was reduced to the lowest level that can be measured by analytical laboratories.
FoodTrack reported 29 alerts due to illegal levels of chlorpyrifos in Europe throughout Q1 2022. Of the reports seen so far, the
recalled products are predominantly fruits and vegetable crops and byproducts where the levels of the pesticide detected
exceeds the legal limit.
While there have only been a few dozen reports due to excessive chlorpyrifos so far, we are keeping on an eye out to see if
this expands in the same manner that ethylene oxide recalls have over the past two years. Since September 2020, FoodTrack
has reported over 5,000 recalls related to excessive levels of ethylene oxide, another heavily regulated pesticide that impacted
dozens of countries.
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Data Spotlight: 54 Avian Influenza-related reports in the United States :
Avian Influenza Reports, United States
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An outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been infecting populations of wild, commercial, and backyard
birds since late 2021. HPAI viruses cause high mortality in domestic birds, with usually little to no sign of illness in wild birds;
these wild birds are the primary hosts of AI viruses and are well adapted and less likely to get sick if infected. On the other hand,
domesticated poultry is much more likely to become infected and show symptoms when they come into direct or indirect
contact with the virus. If this strain continues to impact wild bird populations, it could be a sign that the virus is here to stay and
will remain a threat to the industry.
According to USDA data, 229 domestic flocks have been impacted so far (150 commercial, 79 backyard), reflecting over 31 million
birds across 29 states. While there has only been one confirmed human case thus far, this is the worst US outbreak since 2015,
where more than 50 million birds were killed to control the virus.
As the industry was forced cull millions of birds meant for human consumption or egg-laying, the price of related goods has
risen significantly. The price of a dozen large white eggs rose to a national average of $2.08 in early February, representing
a 22.5% increase month-over-month. And according to the USDA’s Food Price Outlook, poultry prices are now predicted to
increase between 6-7% and egg prices are predicted to increase between 2.5-3.5% in 2022. For comparison, in the last major
outbreak between December 2014 and June 2015, egg prices increased nearly 80%.
States with HPAI Detections in Wild Birds

If you have any inquiries about this report or if you would like to request a custom report,
please email recalls@foodtrack.net.
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